
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S12271October 3, 1996
from the dedicated service of its senior,
and longest serving, Senator. Whoever
replaces our friend in this Chamber
will have a challenging task in at-
tempting to match the commitment
CLAIBORNE PELL brought to this job.

Mr. President, it has been a pleasure
to have served with Senator PELL these
many years. He is a man of integrity
and ability who has done much to
make our Nation a better and stronger
place. I wish him great health and
much happiness in the years to come.
f

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR JAMES
EXON

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, I
doubt that one can get any closer to
the ‘‘Heartland of America’’ than Ne-
braska, a State which lies in the mid-
dle of the Nation and is known for its
plain talking, and well grounded peo-
ple. One man who has exemplified
those characteristics during his long
and distinguished career in the U.S.
Senate is JIM EXON, who is retiring this
year and returning home to the
Cornhusker State.

JIM is of the generation of Americans
who are veterans of World War II, indi-
viduals who understand and honor the
notions of public service, sacrifice, and
patriotism. To men of Senator EXON’s
generation, there is no problem that
cannot be solved by rolling up one’s
sleeves, and sitting down and working
together toward a resolution. In his
three terms in the Senate, he repeat-
edly demonstrated his commitment to
keeping America strong, helping our
Nation’s farmers, and ensuring that
our rural citizens had a voice in Con-
gress.

Nebraskans have been well served by
this Senator during the past 18 years,
because he was well prepared for the
responsibilities and demands of the
U.S. Senate. A veteran, JIM’s military
experience taught him how to be
tough, self-resilient, and achieve goals
and objectives. As a businessman, JIM
learned the importance of meeting a
payroll and operating without undue
interference from the Government. As
the Governor of Nebraska, he combined
his military and business experiences
to be one of that State’s most success-
ful chief executives, earning two terms
in that office, which was followed by
his election to the U.S. Senate in 1978.

For the past eighteen years, I have
had the pleasure of serving with JIM on
the Senate Armed Services Committee.
In his capacity as a member of that
Committee, JIM has worked hard to
help provide for the defense of the
United States, and to ensure that our
men and women in uniform have the
resources they need to do their jobs,
and to meet any threat, anywhere.
Without question, his experiences as a
soldier and non-commissioned officer
in the World War II Pacific Theater
certainly helped to shape how he ap-
proached making defense policy.

Mr. President, Senator JIM EXON has
served his State and Nation admirably

and selflessly. He stands as an excel-
lent example of the traditions of public
service, and I hope that men and
women in Nebraska and throughout
the United States will follow the lead
he has set to make America a better
and stronger place for all her citizens.
f

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR DAVID
PRYOR

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, on
the nights when the Senate remains in
session well past when most others
have gone to bed, when tempers are
short and most Members are frustrated
that we have not made more progress,
those are the times when a sense of
humor really comes in handy. One col-
league who consistently manages to
find a bright spot when others only
seem gloom, and who is able to find a
humor in almost any situation, is our
friend from Arkansas, DAVID PRYOR.

DAVID has capably represented the
people of Arkansas as their Governor,
and in both Houses of Congress. His ca-
reer in our Nation’s Capitol began in
1966 when he was first elected to the
House of Representatives, and where he
served in four Congresses. In 1979, he
moved across the Hill to the Senate
where he is about to complete his third
term in office. Through his position on
several key committees, DAVID has
been able to work to make Arkansas an
even better place to live, and I know
his constituents are thankful for his ef-
forts.

Though DAVID and I did not share
any committee assignments, I have en-
joyed serving with him in the Senate
these many years. The ‘‘Sheriff’’, as I
liked to call him as his father held that
office in Arkansas, always approached
his duties with enthusiasm and dedica-
tion, and he upheld the finest tradi-
tions of this institution. DAVID is truly
a gentleman of the South, and I know
that he will be missed by his many
friends here in the Senate.

Mr. President, given the great num-
ber of successes Senator PRYOR has en-
joyed throughout his life, I am certain
that fate will again smile upon him in
his career following the Senate. I wish
good health and happiness in the years
to come and am grateful for having had
the opportunity to serve with him.
f

TRIBUTE TO SENATE SUPPORT
STAFF

Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President,
when one thinks of the U.S. Senate,
most visualize this Chamber and the
100 Members as the greatest delibera-
tive body in the world. To those of us
who serve here though, we know that
the Senate actually goes well beyond
the floor and galleries found within
these four walls and two stories of the
Capitol.

One of the best kept secrets of the
Senate are the people who work here
and support our efforts in making the
law. Especially critical to that process
are a number of individuals who work

with us day in and day out. I would
like to take a moment to recognize
these people and the valuable services
they render to us, the U.S. Senate, and
the Nation.

This body is all about debate, and the
chief Parliamentarian, Bob Dove, and
his assistants are critical to keeping
the debate running smoothly. These
men and women have the unenviable
responsibility of interpreting the ex-
haustive and sometimes confusing
rules of the Senate. Without question,
anyone who has sat in the President’s
Chair and presided over the Senate has
been grateful for the assistance of
these men and women when proceed-
ings are suddenly bogged down in a
tangled web of motions,
countermotions, amendments, and ob-
jections. Somehow or another, the Par-
liamentarians are always able to sort
things out and keep everything back
on track.

Each year thousands of people visit
the Senate to observe their representa-
tives at work. After getting a taste of
what are often dry, and somewhat
technical discussions, they leave here
to tour and enjoy the Smithsonian, the
National Galleries of Art, or one of the
many monuments around town. The
Reporters of the Senate, however, are
unable to walk away from this Cham-
ber no matter how tedious debate gets.
These men and women spend long
hours on their feet, faithfully and accu-
rately keeping a transcript of the pro-
ceedings of this body. These detailed
notes are transcribed and printed in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD in the mat-
ter of less than 24 hours, a truly im-
pressive feat. Without question, the
men and women who work for chief re-
porter Ron Kavulick are truly worthy
of commendation for their seemingly
boundless levels of energy, and their
unfaltering commitment to accuracy.

As each of us knows, the responsibil-
ities of a Senator are not limited to
this floor. We have committee meet-
ings and hearings, leadership meetings,
appointments with constituents, and
many other matters which command
our attention. Still, when it comes
time for a vote, our place is here. The
men and women in the Republican and
Democratic Cloakrooms are largely re-
sponsible for helping us keep track of
when measures are coming up, how
much debate time has been allocated
by the leadership, and when we need to
be in the Chamber for votes. Our lives
would be much more hectic if it were
not for the helpful service of the Cloak-
room personnel and I know that I
speak for all the Members on this side
of the aisle when I say that Hilary
Newlin; Laura Martin; Brad Holsclaw;
Michael Smythers; and Dave Schiappa
all make our lives a little more orga-
nized and we greatly appreciate their
efforts. The secretary for the majority,
Elizabeth Greene, and her assistant,
John Doney, can be proud of their
cloakroom staff.

The two people who have been tasked
with much of the physical and adminis-
trative matters of the Senate for most
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